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ABSTRACT
There are many national and international schools in Cairo today, and every
year lots of parents make educational choices for their children. Those choices are based on
various factors. This research explores the factors that influence parents to select a certain
school type and not the other. It is an initial step into school research as an attempt to help
educators and administrators understand parents’ and students’ priorities, needs and
expectations when choosing a school. The research questions are: (1) What are the most and
least important factors that parents consider when choosing a national/ international school
for their children? (2) What are the reasons that parents cite for not choosing the other type of
school for their children? (3) What background experiences influence parents’ school type
choice decision? and (4) Do parents and students feel that the current school type meets their
needs?
This research uses a mixed approach of quantitative and qualitative methods.
An analysis of 41 students interviewed revealed that friends are the best thing students enjoy
about going to school. Fun lessons, the way of instruction and the school’s facilities were
repeated by most students as things that could be changed to make their schools more
interesting for them. An analysis of 31 parents interviewed and 39 parents who responded to
the questionnaires revealed that mothers are the ones who make educational decisions for
their children. The analysis also revealed that the child’s friends, having highly qualified
teachers and a school’s safety procedures are the top three common factors that influenced all
parents when choosing a certain school type. This research will contribute to future research
on similar topics. It targets school reform as it will help school leaders, administrators and
teachers better understand what parents and students are looking for when choosing a certain
school type.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION
Over the past ten years, educational options have increased in Egypt. Schools
have become very competitive. Every year, hundreds of private schools in Egypt open their
doors for parents and children who are viewed as customers. Those private schools include
national and international schools. Some national schools started opening international
divisions to compete with other international schools. This is done by earning accreditation to
offer additional educational programs such as the British IGCSE, the International
Baccalaureate, the French Baccalaureate, the German Abitur and the American High School
Diploma. Establishing new schools has become a trend in business and a fast and secure way
to gain profit quickly and easily. There is no doubt that parents choose what is best, within
their financial means, for their children. Parents send their children to private schools to have
better education. Some parents choose to send their children to national schools to provide
them with all the information needed to be able to achieve high results in the Thanaweya
Amma, a final national standardized exam for completion of secondary education in Egypt.
Others send their children to international schools to get them ready to sit for the SAT tests or
prepare them for the IGCSE or IB exams. Some parents start with a school type then move
their children to another school type. Parents are inclined to select schools with an academic
curriculum that ensures the successful shift to high school education so they prefer the
schools that offer stronger academic criteria for admission (Robert, 2010). In Egypt, this is
also to secure a place for their children in public universities or recognized private higher
education institutions.
However, parents do not choose a school based only on the above reasons.
There are lots of factors influencing parents during the decision making process. This
3

research is an attempt to determine the considerations that parents take into account while
making educational decisions for their children, particularly when choosing a specific type of
school in Egypt. It also looks into students’ perceptions of their current school type and what
they think is missing, if anything, to make their schools more inviting.
Statement of the problem and purpose of the study
Parents are willing to spend a lot of money every year to invest in their
children’s education at the expense of their household budget. There are lots of factors
influencing parents during the decision making process of school selection. This research is
an attempt to determine the considerations that parents take into account while making
educational decisions for their children in middle national and international schools in Cairo.
It helps to better understand why parents choose the school type they do, how well they think
the current schooling is meeting their children’s needs, any successes or challenges faced in
the current type of schooling and whether they have any plans to change their children’s type
of schooling.
Education is a service offered by many providers. There is a global movement
of privatization of education service which has presented a new challenge for parents and
students. The research findings may act as the parents’ and students’ voices and may be used
by administrators and educators as a significant source for directing school reform. This
research is an initial step into school research as an attempt to help educators and
administrators understand parents’ and students’ priorities, needs and expectations when
choosing a school. Administrators need to understand how to make their schools more
inviting so that parents would be less likely to move their children to another type of school.
There are many school choices and parents’ and students’ voices must be heard if schools
want to stand out and increase student enrollment.
4

Operational definition of school grades as used in this research
-

6st primary: It refers to grade 6 in the national system.

-

1st preparatory: It refers to grade 7 in the national system.

-

2nd preparatory: It refers to grade 8 in the national system.

-

Type of schooling: It refers to a school division: national or international.

Assumptions:
It is assumed that all of the participants represented the respondents’ point of
view and that the interview questions and the factors in the questionnaire were understood by
the participants who answered and rated them openly and honestly.
Assumptions related to this research are as follows:
-

Parents made the choice of their children’s schools based on socio-economic factors.

-

The school’s safety procedures will not play an important role in parents’ school type
decision.

-

The child’s grades are very important for parents.

-

Most of the students did not have a choice in their school selection.
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CHAPTER 2
LITERATURE REVIEW
Overview:
Bosetti (2004) argues that parents choose schools for their children based on
multiple factors and the quality of education is just one among many factors. According to
the literature, there are various factors influencing parental school choice. The factors parents
consider are, more or less, common, yet what differs is the rating that parents give to each
factor according to its importance in their decision making process. Parents’ previous
education, current profession and previous experiences with other children also play a role in
their decision making process. The factors studied in previous literature and in this research
are related to: (1) child safety and discipline; (2) parental involvement; (3) curriculum; (4)
school facilities; (5) location and convenience; (6) class size; (7) extra-curricular activities;
(8) teaching and instruction; (9) technology; (10) academic achievement; (11) socioeconomic
factors; (12) parents’ previous educational experiences; and (13) students’ preference of
schools.
Various factors influencing school choice
Child safety and discipline
It goes without saying that children’s safety is a priority in all types of schools.
A study conducted by Nichols (2010) examined the reasons parents pay and send their
children to a private Christian school in Florida when public education is free. The findings
of this study showed that 100% of the parents listed child safety as one of the most important
factors influencing their school choice decision. According to Nichols (2010), “schools are in
many areas considered to be safe places created to mold the minds, hearts and souls of the
6

next generation” (p.76). Nichols (2010) believes that safety is linked to discipline; schools
with stricter discipline policies are considered safer by parents as they are able to solve any
urgent issues quickly and efficiently. The stress on discipline in schools creates the
foundation of character education. Students become responsible for their own actions and
achievements. Early intervention is possible if teachers have specialized strategies that help
them understand behavioral problems and create effective positive behavior support plans
(Tobin, 1996).
Parental involvement
Private school choosers tend to assist their children at home in their education,
contact their children’s school and participate in school activities (Martinez, Godwin,
Kemerer, & Perna, 1995). There is a relationship between positive student behavior and the
students’ awareness of their parents’ involvement in school (Peters, 2012). This means that
parents are very important for student achievement. A research study in Florida has revealed
that students perform better when their parents are involved in their learning (Nichols, 2010).
Indeed, children whose parents exert more effort with them at home in their education,
perform better in school (Fraja, Oliveria, & Zanchi, 2010).
Home and school communication is very important. Research suggests that
successful school leadership engage parents by updating them about teaching and learning
practices, involving them in school governance, attending to their concerns and giving them a
chance to express their opinions (Maloney, 2006). According to Nichols (2010), an
administration can form allies and gain parents’ trust and support if they communicate with
the parents in a transparent manner.
This cannot happen unless parents are given access to the school
administration, a thing which is not always granted in private schools in Egypt. Parents’
7

participation depends on various factors such as “comfort level, knowledge, self confidence,
motivation and language skills” (Larocque, Kleiman, & Darling, 2011, p. 121).
Curriculum
“The school curriculum should aim to provide opportunities for all pupils to
learn and to achieve… The school curriculum should aim to promote pupils’ spiritual, moral,
social and cultural development and prepare all pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities
and experiences of life.” (The National Curriculum, Handbook for primary teachers in
England, 1999). When selecting a school, it’s very important that parents ask about the
curriculum offered and how it is being taught in that school (Nichols, 2010). According to
research findings in Georgia, academics are the main reason for parents choosing a specific
private school (Wolfe, 2002).
School programs and facilities
Students have much to say about the spaces they occupy (Catchpole, 2003).
Schools need to maintain their indoor and outdoor facilities so that students can learn in a
safe and healthy environment (Hsu & Yuan-fang, 2013). Sports programs and facilities vary
from one school to another. They support students emotionally, intellectually and physically
(Nichols, 2010). That’s why a well preserved campus plays an important role in parents’
school choice decisions. According to a research finding in Florida, 95% of the parents
ranked the school facilities as very important or somewhat important (Nichols, 2010).
Location and convenience
Geography also plays a very important role in parents’ school choice decision
(Bell, 2009). Many families tend to choose schools that are close to their homes for
convenience. Most Egyptian private schools at the present time offer bus service for students
8

in return for extra bus fees. Some parents prefer to pick up their children from school and
save their money. However, in a research study conducted in Florida, parents were given
various factors to rate that affected their school choice decision. The school’s location was
the least important factor for them (Nichols, 2010).

Class size
Class size is one of the very important factors influencing families when
choosing a school. Class size does not mean the student – teacher ratio. Rather, it refers to the
number of students interacting together at the same time with the teacher inside the classroom
(Odden, 1990; Ehrenberg, Brewer, Gamoran, & Willms 2001). A small environment is one
of the reasons parents send their children to private schools.
Smaller class size allows “more individual attention, reducing the time and
effort devoted to classroom management and reducing the number of stressful interactions”
(Nichols, 2010, p. 74). Research findings in a lower secondary school in Norway show that
students perform somewhat better in small classes (Bonesrønning, 2004).
Extra-curricular activities
“Schools often offer extra-curricular activities to supplement existing
academic activities without duplicating them…” (Nichols, 2010). Extra-curricular activities
provide students with a chance to develop and they can also affect their behavior (Simoncini
& Caltabiono, 2012). Many extra-curricular activities help students discover their talents.
Students may even consider these activities as the first step in preparing them for their future
jobs. (Nichols, 2010)
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Teaching and instruction
One of the aspects rated by 100% of parents in Florida as very important is the
quality of teachers in a school. Professional teachers are conscientious about students’
different learning needs (Danielson, 1996). Research results have shown that teachers, who
meet the needs of their students by showing them care, respect and praise, increase their
students’ attachment to school (Hallinan, 2008). That’s why private schools tend to be very
selective of the teachers they employ. They hire specialized well-trained teachers in their
schools (Nichols, 2010).
Technology
According to the findings of a study in a rural K-8 charter school in Delaware,
technology was rated by parents as one of the least important factors when selecting a school
(Ekanem, 2003). This shows that some parents are still unaware of the important role that
technology plays in their children’s lives. Integrating technology with education can support
learners and provide them with a positive learning experience due to the fact that children are
exposed to advanced technology at a very early age (McManis & Gunnewig, 2012).
Classrooms equipped for the 21st century demand curricula that integrate technology resulting
in high standards, high expectations, and high results (Lutz, 2010).
Academic achievement
More than 60 conducted research studies by class teachers on the impact of
games on student achievement showed that using academic games and various instructional
collaborative strategies in the classroom is connected with a 20 percentile point increase in
student attainment (Marzano, 2010). High test scores represent academic quality to parents
(Zaich, 2013). According to Mirski (2005), most parents seek a school that instills a passion
of learning in their children and one that prepares them to succeed and achieve their goals in
10

their future life. Research in private schools in a southern United States coastal city reveals
that great importance has been given by parents to academic achievement (Hartsell, 2011).
This is proved in the findings of another research in Georgia that verified the presence of an
important relationship between the type of schools parents choose and their perception of the
importance of curriculum and instruction which is measured through the children’s academic
achievement (Gaitor, 2006).
Socioeconomic factors
Another factor that influences parents in the decision making process is their
socioeconomic factor. This factor includes social class and income. Nichols (2010), defined
schools as “places where students are often defined by the group they hang out with” (P.78).
Unfortunately, the variety of school options tends to increase children’s identification by
social class and cultural background. However, research findings indicate that students’ mix
is not a priority for parents when choosing a school (Nichols, 2010). Statistical techniques
were used in a research study to separate the role of effort from individual, family or school
characteristics. The results showed that the tendency of children to exert effort is not
influenced by their social conditions, and that students from higher social backgrounds do not
necessarily exert more effort than the ones from low social backgrounds (Fraja, Oliveria, &
Zanchi, 2010). There is no doubt that students learn better in a school that values and
embraces diversity (Nichols, 2010).
In addition, for many parents, educational choice is an essential financial
investment. Some parents can pay the tuition fees easily while others sacrifice a lot in order
to be able to provide their children with a proper kind of education. Sometimes the parental
school choice is based on the economic status of the family rather than on the awareness of
optimal learning experiences (Truvillion-Burt, 1992). However, in the end, all parents need to
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ensure that the money they invested in their children’s education was for the right reason and
that their children’s future was positively affected by the sacrifices they made when they
decided to send them to private schools (Nichols, 2010).
Parents’ previous educational experiences
There is a strong implication that a family’s educational history plays an
important role in the decisions they make when choosing a type of school for their children.
Zaich (2013) found that parents who graduated from private schools were more likely to send
their children to private schools; whereas, parents who went to public schools were more
likely to send their children to public schools. This is confirmed in other research findings.
According to Robert (2010), parents with higher levels of schooling and social status are able
to select schools more eﬃciently. On the other hand, parents with limited education face
great difficulty evaluating school quality (Bridge & Blackman, 1978).
Students’ preference of schools
Research findings have shown that students are usually not involved in the
process of school selection and those who are, select specific schools to be with their peers or
for athletic programs (Prichard, 2012). There are theoretical arguments on the positive
impact that students’ choice could have on their performance. Research findings prove that
students performed better when their choice was exercised (Hammond, 1992).
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CHAPTER 3
METHODOLOGY
Research design:
This research used a mixed approach of quantitative and qualitative methods
to examine the factors that parents and students consider when selecting a school. Five
schools with national and international divisions were the focus of this research. Interview
questions and a questionnaire were used in this research. Five parents and six students from
grades 6, 7 and 8 were required to participate in this research from each school division,
totaling 10 parents and 12 students from each school.
The quantitative research tends to examine the level of importance parents
place on the factors related to the school type selection. Quantitative research allows the
generation of statistics through the use of survey research. Parents were asked to rank 26
factors they consider when choosing a school type. A five point Likert Scale ranging from
very important to neutral was used.
The qualitative research in this research study served to explore and define
parents’ and students’ awareness about the different opportunities and educational offerings
provided by national and international schools. The background information and the parents’
interview questions helped in understanding parents’ perceptions and the effect parents’
previous education, current profession or previous experiences with other children might
have on their selection. It also aimed at analyzing the primary reasons for choosing the
current type of schooling, the primary reasons for not choosing the other type of schooling,
whether they thought their current type of schooling was meeting their child’s learning needs
and, finally, if they had any plans to change their child’s type of schooling in the future and
why.
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The aim of the students’ interview questions was to identify whether students
have a choice in their current type of schooling, what they like or dislike about their schools,
whether they have been in another type of schooling before and how different it was from the
current one and, finally, to state if there was anything administrators or teachers could change
to make their school more inviting.
Context of the research
The context of this research was five private schools located in different areas
of Cairo, Egypt. Those private schools were chosen for three reasons. Each has both a
national and an international division. Those schools have a reputation for selecting qualified
teachers they appoint. The selected schools were chosen based on the similarity of their
tuition fees. The tuition fees of the national division in all schools ranged between L.E
11,000 and L.E 20,000 a year. As for the international division, the school fees ranged
between L.E 25,000 and L.E 35,000 a year.
Selection of participants:
A male and a female student from each grade were selected for the interview
by the principal. This is due to the fact that the students are under age and the principal
would be acquiring parent permission for interviewing them. The grades selected for the
interviews were grades 6, 7 and 8 from both the national and the international divisions,
totaling 6 students from each division: 12 students from each school of the five schools. In
addition, 5 parents from each division in each school were randomly chosen and asked to fill
in the questionnaire and to participate in an interview, totaling 10 parents from each school.
Principals of the chosen schools were asked not to attend the interviews of the parents or
students. This is due to the fact that this research focuses on parents’ and students’ choice.
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School principals are not included in the sample or the interviews. This was also done to
guarantee the confidentiality of the participants.
Research questions
-

What are the most and least important factors that parents consider when choosing a
national/ international school for their children?

-

What are the reasons that parents cite for not choosing the other type of school for their
children?

-

What background experiences influence parents’ school type choice decision?

-

Do parents and students feel that the current school type meets their needs?

Background on the schools

The five schools chosen have acquired accreditation and are well-known schools in different
areas in Cairo, Egypt.

School A

It is located in Nasr City on an area of 1100 square meters. The school was
inaugurated in 2003. It caters to a wide range of students from toddlers attending the nursery
to kindergarten, primary, preparatory and secondary stages in the national division. School A
opened its British International division in the academic year 2011-2012 to offer its services
to students starting year 7 to year 12. It received its license for Foundation, Reception and
Key Stages 1 and 2 and was accredited in April 2010. The school is accredited by the
following educational bodies: The Ministry of Social Affairs, The Ministry of Education, The
University of London Edexcel Board and The University of Cambridge International
Examination Board. The School has three fully equipped music rooms, one catering only for
15

the KG department, another one for Primary and a third one for preparatory, secondary and
the British division. School A has six spacious fully and highly equipped science labs serving
primary, preparatory and secondary stages in both the British and National sections. The
school has a number of facilities dedicated to P.E. which includes a FIFA accredited soccer
field, in-door heated Olympic pool, a multi-purpose gym for gymnastics/ballet/aerobics, a
basketball court, an out-door pool, a speed ball/ handball court, and a table tennis area.

School B

1999 marked the inaugural launching of the national division in School B in
Nasr City, Cairo, with 1650 students, 450 staff members and 55 classrooms. To enhance the
educational experience, 120 staff members began an intensified training program paralleling
the school vision to further boost teaching skills in the classroom. In 2003, School B was
recognized by the Egyptian Ministry of Education and awarded the Shield of Excellence. In
2004, the National School expanded its grounds to a new campus in the First Settlement,
Cairo. With it, School B offered two other systems of education: the American, and the
French. In the following year, 2005, a new German school opened as one of the four German
schools available in Egypt at the time. In 2005, the American school was accredited by the
Commission on International and Trans-Regional Accreditation (CITA).School B acquired
the ISO 9001:2008 International Standard in May of 2013. The school is accredited by The
University of London Edexcel Board. Most of the classrooms are air conditioned and all of
them are equipped with Smart Boards, document cameras and audio systems. There are
specialized classrooms for music, art and languages. There are eleven state of the art science
labs and wireless internet. The library includes a selection of leisure reading books in
different languages, several volumes of fiction and non-fiction reference materials, videos
and audio materials, and wireless internet. There are eight computer labs, each with 25 PC’s
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equipped with professional production software (design, animation, video, audio) and
wireless internet. As for the sports facilities, there is an indoor heated swimming pool, four
outdoor swimming pools, a gymnasium, outdoor volleyball court and an indoor basketball
court. School B includes a state of the art air conditioned lecture hall equipped with 140
theater seats, overhead projector and surround sound.

School C

School C is located on Cairo Ismailia Road. It consists of five separate
divisions: the National, the British, the American, the French and the German. Classrooms
are spacious and well-lit. In the international division, the classrooms are air-conditioned and
resourced with computers and teaching materials. The school has several fully furnished
libraries supplied with different works of fiction, nonfiction, periodicals and many
references. The international division also includes computers with internet access. The
computer labs in School C are internet connected. There are multi- purpose science labs, a
theatre, a swimming pool, several equipped gymnasiums, football, basketball, handball and
volleyball playgrounds, a video room, a music room and several art workshops. There is a
theatre fully equipped with laser show lighting and a contemporary sound system. The school
has been awarded membership of the Cambridge International Programme by the University
of Cambridge International Examinations (CIE). It has been awarded the Cambridge Beacon
School Award three times. The school is also AdvancEd accredited. The school is affiliated
with Schulen Partner der Zukunft.

School D
School D is also situated on Cairo’s Ismailia Road. The school has forty five
classrooms that are full of educational displays and student work, as well as attractive
means of illustration. Inside those classrooms, the students listen to tapes, use white
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boards, and sit in comfortable desks. The classrooms, as well as the rest of the school, are
all air conditioned. There is a library. A science laboratory is available for students to
conduct experiments and apply their theories and lessons for more practical benefit.
Computer labs are well equipped with computers and printers with current software
programs. The students are trained on various programs on the computers, as well as a
guided opportunity to use the internet for research. An art room is available for students to
hold workshops for different hand crafts and produce wonderful pieces of art. Drawing,
painting and forming wooden, metal and paper products are all practiced. A special room
for music with various musical instruments is always there for students to form bands and
produce new compositions. A multi-media room is well equipped for children to watch
video tapes of novels that they tackle academically. There are rooms for practical studies
where girls are taught how to cook and sew clothes. Boys also have the chance to learn
how to plant seeds and grow trees inside the school. The American division was founded in
1985 and was awarded the ISO certificate in 1996. The school holds the certificate of
“Accreditation and Quality”, but the accreditation organization is not identified on the
website.

School E
School E is situated in Maadi, Cairo. It has two divisions: the National and the
British. The classrooms in the national division are equipped with white boards and fans,
whereas the classrooms in the international division are equipped with Smart Boards,
whiteboards and are air conditioned. The school has a volleyball, a basketball and a football
court, all surrounded by a track. The school has an ICT lab and internet accessibility is
available to all staff through the main local network. There are two fully equipped libraries,
one for the elementary stage and one for the middle and high school. The two libraries are
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computerized and the “ALIS” system is used for circulation and management purposes.
There are fifteen networked computers with internet access in the libraries. They are also
equipped with audio visual aids. There are chemistry, physics and biology laboratories that
are fully-equipped and stocked with all materials needed for experiments and hands-on
activities. There are three separate performance stages in the school campus. The main
theatre has a capacity of 600 seats where the annual concerts are held and other major
activities take place during the school day. The school is accredited by The University of
London Edexcel Board and The University of Cambridge International Examination Board.
Data Collection
Five schools with a national and international division in Egypt were targeted
for the research. After receiving written permission from the IRB to perform the research,
and with the help of the school principals, the questionnaires were distributed to parents who
had children in grades 6, 7 and 8 in the national and international division. Some principals
chose to give the questionnaires to teachers and administrators who were already working in
the school and who had their children attending these grades. In that case, it was easier to
have them interviewed as they were available during school hours. Other schools sent the
questionnaires home to the parents along with the consent form and the typed interview
questions as it was impossible to have the parents leave their work and come to school for the
interview. Other schools asked the researcher to attend the parents’ meeting and interview
parents and students and give them the questionnaire, which wasn’t successful due to the fact
that the parents’ meeting lasted for two hours only and the parents wanted to meet their
children’s teachers and were too busy to fill in the questionnaire or spend time in an
interview. In addition, very few parents whose children were in the required grades attended
the meeting and only one student accompanied her parent.

19

During the early stages of interviewing parents, it was noticed that some
parents didn’t feel comfortable being audio recorded due to the language barrier or
embarrassment and they preferred to write down the answers for the interview questions. As
a result, the interview questions were printed out and given as an option in case some parents
couldn’t go to school for the interview or didn’t feel comfortable having their interview
recorded. As for the students’ interviews, the schools were asked to provide the researcher
with a male and a female student from stages 6, 7 and 8 from the national division and the
same from the international division. However, on the interview day, some schools provided
students who had one of their parents work in the school as it was easier to have the parental
consent form signed. Other schools provided students from the three stages required, but did
not stick to the gender specification or to the number of students from each stage, so the
students interviewed were sometimes from the same gender and from the same stage.

The principals gave the questionnaires to the teachers to give to each student
whose parents were chosen to complete the questionnaire. After parents completed the
questionnaires, they returned the questionnaires to their child’s teacher and then they were
given to the school’s assistant principal who was the designated contact person at each
building. The researcher collected the completed questionnaires from the school’s assistant
principals. Prior to participating in the research, each participant was given the opportunity to
review and sign the informed consent form that was included with the questionnaire.
However, some parents filled in the questionnaire and returned it without the consent form,
or returned the consent form unsigned. Participants were informed of the confidentiality
agreement prior to their voluntary participation in the research. A portion of the statement of
informed consent described issues regarding confidentiality of responses. The statement
informed the participants that they were free to participate or not participate and their
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anonymity would be guaranteed. To ensure anonymity, codes were placed on each
instrument and the codebook was kept in a secure location in a locked file cabinet for the
researcher’s use only. The questionnaire information will be secured for three years, and after
that time, the information is to be shredded. In general, it has been noted that the national
divisions in the schools were more organized and cooperative than the international ones.
The students’ consent forms were signed by the parents, collected by the assistant principal
and submitted to the researcher. In the international division, on the other hand, this was not
the case. The schools required several visits and the questionnaires, the consent forms and the
interviewers were not ready every time an appointment was taken. Sometimes the students
were ready but didn’t have a signed consent form. At other times, some schools who chose to
give the questionnaires and the two consent forms to the teachers and administrators who
were parents within the same school (one for their participation and one for their child’s
participation) returned the questionnaires while signing one consent form only for their child
or did not sign any consent forms. Some parents returned the questionnaire only and did not
return the interview questions sheet.
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CHAPTER 4
FINDINGS
A) DATA ANALYSIS
(i) QUESTIONNAIRE ANALYSIS: (Appendix D/Appendix E)
- 39 parents from both divisions in the five schools completed the questionnaires, (Figure 1).

Participants
45
40
35
30
25
20
15
10
5
0

National

International

Total

Male

6

1

7

Female

15

17

32

Total

21

18

39

Figure 1
Parents were asked to rate 26 factors on a 5 point Likert-scale ranging from
very important to neutral. The 26 factors were related to school environment, faculty and
school quality, parental involvement, curriculum and instruction, school facilities and
resources, and socio-economic factors. It is interesting to note that the parents in both types
of schools found the 26 factors to be ranging between very important and somewhat
important. Very few factors were considered not too important or not at all important by a
very small percentage of parents in both types of schools. The percentage of the parents’
agreement on the importance of each factor in the very important column is different within
the same school type and also between the two types of schools. Below, the factors are rated
as very important and are written in a descending order of importance based on the
percentage of agreement between the parents.
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Table 1: Factors considered by the parents who chose the national school

No of

Factors

factors

Very

Not at all

important

important

1

Highly qualified teachers

100%

2

The curriculum offered in the school

3

Your child’s friends

95.2%

------

4

A school’s safety procedures

90.4%

------

5

Your child’s grades

85.7%

------

6

Highly equipped science and computer labs

7

A school’s reputation

80.9%

------

8

A friendly and competent staff

9

The school library and off-school accessibility

10

Tuition fees

71.4%

14.2%

11

Integrating ICT in the curriculum

66.6%

------

12

Hands-on activities

13

Religion and related school activities

61.9%

------

14

A school’s mission and vision

------

15

Technology inside the classroom

4.7%

16

Being able to contact and communicate with the 57.1%

------

17

principal easily

4.7%

Having various sport facilities

------

18

Being involved in your child’s education

19

Having a good relationship with your child’s teacher

20

Extracurricular activities

21

Having an active PTA in your child’s school

22

Class size

23

Foreign or native English speakers

24

The amount of homework

25

A school’s location

26

Being involved in your child’s school activities

------

------

47.6%

-----42.8%

23

------

-----4.7%

38%

------

33.3%

------

14.2%

------

National schools questionnaire analysis (Table 1)
Parents who chose a national school type for their children seemed to focus on
faculty and instruction, as 100% of the parents rated the two factors: “having highly qualified
teachers” and “the curriculum offered in the school” as very important.
The third factor parents focused on was their child’s friends, as 95.2%
considered this as a very important factor. The “school’s safety procedures” factor was rated
as very important by 90.4% of the parents. Parents who chose a national type of school seem
to be grade oriented, as 85.7% considered their children’s grades as very important, and
14.2% considered it somewhat important. 80.9% of the parents rated the three factors:
“highly equipped science and computer labs,” “a school’s reputation,” and “having a friendly
and competent staff” very important. The ninth and tenth factors based on the agreement
percentage of the parents were the “school library,” “off-school accessibility,” and the
“tuition fees.” Both factors were rated by 71.4% of the parents as very important and by
14.2% as somewhat important. 14.2% of the parents considered “tuition fees” as not at all
important. “Integrating ICT in the curriculum” and “having hands-on activities” were rated
by 66.6% of parents as very important. Then the three factors: “religion and related school
activities,” “technology inside the classroom,” and “a school’s mission and vision” were
equally rated as very important by 61.9% of the parents. 4.7% only considered “technology
inside the classroom” not at all important. 57.1% of the parents rated “being able to contact
and communicate with the principal easily” and “having various sport facilities” as very
important. 4.7% rated “having various sport facilities” as not at all important. Factor 18,
“being involved in your child’s education” was rated as very important by 47.6% of the
parents. Factors 19, 20 and 21, “Having a good relationship with your child’s teacher”,
“extracurricular activities” and “having an active PTA in the child’s school” were rated as
very important by 42.8% of the parents. Only 4.7% rated factor 21 as not at all important.
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Factors 22 and 23, “class size” and having “foreign or native English speakers” were rated as
very important by 38% only. 42.8% of the parents thought that “class size” was somewhat
important and14.2% thought that it was not too important. 38% rated having “foreign or
native English speakers” as somewhat important and 23.8% rated it as not too important.
Factors 24 and 25 “the school’s location” and “the amount of homework” are very important
for only 33.3% of the parents. 33.3% of the parents thought that the “school location” was
somewhat important and 28.5%rated it as not too important. The majority of the parents,
47.6%, rated “the amount of homework” as somewhat important and 14.2% rated it as not too
important.
The least important factor rated by the parents was “being involved in your
child’s school activities” as 14.2% only considered it as very important, whereas 42.8%
considered it as somewhat important and 42.8% considered it not too important.
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Table 2: Factors considered by parents who chose the International school
No of

Factors

factors

Very

Not at all

important

important

1

A school’s safety procedures

100%

------

2

Your child’s friends

83.3%

------

3

Highly qualified teachers

------

4

Having various sport facilities

5.5%

5

A friendly and competent staff

------

6

Highly equipped science and computer labs

7

A school’s reputation

8

The curriculum offered in the school

9

Hands-on activities

10

The school library and off-school accessibility

11

Tuition fees

12

Technology inside the classroom

13

Class size

14

77.7%
------

72.2%
------

66.6%

------

Religion and related school activities

61.6%

------

15

Being able to contact and communicate with the principal easily

61.1%

------

16

A school’s mission and vision

55.5%

------

17

Integrating ICT in the curriculum

18

A school’s location

50%

------

19

The amount of homework

44.4%

------

20

Extracurricular activities

21

Your child’s grades

38.8%

------

22

Having a good relationship with your child’s teacher

33.3%

------

23

Being involved in your child’s school activities

5.5%

24

Having an active PTA in your child’s school

11.1%

25

Foreign or native English speakers

------

26

Being involved in your child’s education

5.5%

26

16.6%

5.5%

International schools questionnaire analysis (Table 2)
100% of the parents who chose the international school concentrated on the
school environment. They rated the “school’s safety procedures” as the most important
factor.
The second consideration was given to four factors equally rated by 83.3% of
the parents as very important. Those factors were: “having highly qualified teachers, having
various sport facilities, having a friendly and competent staff,” and “your child’s friends.”
The sixth, seventh and eighth factors were equally rated by 77.7% of the parents as very
important. The factors were: “having highly equipped science and computer labs, the
curriculum offered in the school,” and “the school’s reputation.” The ninth, tenth and
eleventh factors: “hands-on activities, the school library and off-school accessibility,” and the
“tuition fees” were rated by 72.2% of the parents as very important. All parents seemed to
agree on the twelfth and thirteenth factors: “class size, and technology inside the classroom”
as they were rated by 66.6% of the parents as very important and by 33.3% as somewhat
important. Factor 14 was “religion and related school activities” and it was considered very
important by 61.6% of the parents. “Being able to contact and communicate with the
principal easily” was rated as very important by 61.1%. Factors 16 and 17 were rated as very
important by 55.5% of the parents. Those factors were “the school’s mission and vision” and
“integrating ICT in the curriculum.” 5.5% considered “integrating ICT in the curriculum” as
not at all important. “A school’s location” was considered very important by 50% of the
parents. 44.4% of the parents rated “the amount of homework and “extracurricular activities”
as very important. 16.6% considered “the amount of homework” somewhat important and
38.8% considered it not too important. As for the “extracurricular activities,” the majority of
the parents, 55.5% considered it somewhat important. Factor 21, “your child’s grades” was
rated as very important by 38.8% of the parents only. The majority of the parents 61.1% rated
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it as somewhat important. Factors 22, 23, 24 and 25: “having a good relationship with your
child’s teacher, being involved in your child’s school activities, having an active PTA in your
child’s school,” and having “foreign or native English speakers” respectively were rated as
very important by only 33.3% of the parents. Factor 22 was rated by 50% of the parents as
somewhat important and by 16.6% as not too important. Factor 23 was rated by 38.8% as
somewhat important, by 22.2% as not too important and by 5.5% as not at all important.
Factor 24 was rated by 27.7% as somewhat important, by 16.6% as not too important and by
11.1% as not at all important. Factor 25 was rated by 38.8% as somewhat important and by
16.6% as not too important.
The least important factor rated by the parents was “being involved in your
child’s education” as only 16.6% of the parents considered it as very important; whereas,
55.5% considered it as somewhat important, 22.2% considered it not too important and 5.5%
considered it not at all important.
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(ii)

-

PARENTS’ INTERVIEW ANALYSIS (Appendices F,G,H,I,J,K)

31 parents participated in the interviews. The majority of the participants were female.
(figures 2 and 3)

Gender

Participants

35

35

30

30

25

25

20

20

15

15

10

10

5

5

0
Number of
parents

0
Number of
parents

31

Males

3

National

17

Females

28

International

14

Figure 2

-

31

Figure 3

The majority of the participants worked as teachers or administrators as shown in Figure
4.

Number of teachers/administrators
25

20
15

Teacher/administrator

10

Non teacher/administrator

5
0

Figure 4
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-

Parents were asked about the primary reasons for choosing the current type of schooling

for their children. The results are shown in Figure 5.

Reasons for choosing the current type of schooling
8

better education

7

child's friends
6

school's reputation
friendly staff

5

financial reasons
the curriculum offered

4

qualified teachers/ ways of
teaching and instruction
extracurricular activities offered

3
to have the same type of
education the parent had
skills taught /character building
2
improving English
Arabic/Religion/Socialstudies

1

0

Figure 5
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- Parents were asked about the primary reasons for not choosing the current type of
schooling. The results are shown in Figure 6.

9

Reasons for not choosing the other type of schooling

8

7
type of curriculum
financial reasons

6

child's needs
5

quality of teachers/ traditional
teaching techniques
no character building/ no
independency

4

child's friends

quality of education

3

reputation
2

1

0

Figure 6
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Parents were asked if the current type of schooling is meeting their child’s learning needs.

-

The results are shown in Figure 7.

Is the school meeting the child's needs?
14
12
10
8

Yes

6

Somehow

4

No

2
0
national

international

Figure 7
- Parents were asked if their child has faced any successes or challenges in his/her type of
schooling. The results varied. Some parents replied but did not specify whether it was a
challenge or success that their child has faced. The results are shown in Figure 8.

Successes and Challenges
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
0
successes (national)

successes (international) challenges (national)

Figure 8
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challenges
(international)

- Parents were asked if they had any plans to change their child’s type of schooling in the
future. The results are shown in Figure 9.

Plans to change the child's type of school in the future

Will change
Might change
Won't change

Figure 9
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(iii)

STUDENT INTERVIEW ANALYSIS (Appendices L,M,N,O,P,Q)
41 students participated in the interview from the 5 schools. Overall, 23 males

and 18 female participated. They were selected from both, the national and the international
divisions, from grades 6, 7 and 8. (Figures 10 and 11)

Grade levels

Gender

25

National

International

Grade 6

10

6

Grade 7

6

8

45
40
35
30
25
20
15
10
5
0
Number of
students

Grade 8

6

5

Males

23

Total

22

19

Females

18

20
15
10
5
0

Figure 10
-

41

Figure 11

Students were asked who chose the current type of schooling for them and if they had a
choice. The results are shown in Figure 12.

School Choice
50

0
Mother's choice

Father's choice

Both parent's choice

student's choice

Figure 12
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Sibling's choice

- Students were asked if they knew the reasons behind their parents’ choice.
The results are shown in Figure 13.

Do students know the reasons
behind their parent's school
choice?
35
30
Students who
know the reasons

25

20
15

Students who
don't know the
reasons

10
5
0

Figure 13
- Students were asked if they enjoyed going to school and what the best thing they liked about
their school was. The results are shown in Figures 14 and 15.

Do students enjoy going to school?
35
30
25

Enjoy school

20

Sometimes enjoy school

15

Don't enjoy school

10
5

0

Figure 14
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Best thing students like about their schools
30
friends
25

break time/free lessons

20

P.E lessons/practising sports

15

learning/education/studying/lessons

10

teachers
cooperation

5

Art lessons

0

Figure 15

- Students were asked if they had been to another type of schooling. The results are shown in
Figure 16.

Changed School Types
25

20
changed from the national to the
international divison
15
changed from the international to
the national divison
10
changed school types within the
international divison
5
didn't change their school type
0

Figure 16
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- Students were asked what teachers or adminstrators could do to make their schools more
inviting. The results are shown in Figures 17 and 18.

Student's school satisfaction
35
30
25

20
15
10
5
0

students in national
schools

students in
international schools

Total

satisfied with their school

6

6

12

stated that their school could be
more inviting

16

13

29

Figure 17

37

What teachers or administrators could do to make
the school more inviting to the students
9

eliminating punishment

8
reducing homework
7
better
location/classroom/bathrooms
6

having longer breaks/more trips
5
equality between the students
of both divisions within the
same school

4

teachers should stop
shouting/have a better
classroom control/need for
better teachers
more sports facilities/better
playgrounds

3

2

1

more activities/ fun lessons/
projects/group work

0

Figure 18
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B) DISCUSSION AND INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS
(i) QUESTIONNAIRE FINDINGS
Research question 1
-

What are the most and least important factors that parents consider when choosing a
national/ international school for their children?

Similarities between the parents’ perspectives in both types of schooling
When analyzing the factors, by looking at the first five highest percentages of
agreement on the very important factors rated by parents in both types of schools, three
factors were found to be common but with different percentages. Those factors were, “your
child’s friends”, having “highly qualified teachers” and “a school’s safety procedures”. This
shows that parents concentrate on these factors regardless of the school type they choose.
It is interesting to see that the child’s friends play a very important role, not
only in choosing a certain school, but also in choosing a certain type of education. This
explains the results of the students’ interviews, where the majority of the students said that
the best thing they like about their school is their friends. It was even mentioned several times
by the parents who were interviewed, that the reason they stayed in a certain school type or
changed a school type was due to the fact that their child’s friends were staying in that school
type or moving to another type. This means that the social factor is very powerful in Cairo
and it plays a great role in parents’ educational choices.
There is no doubt parents are willing to spend money and send their children
to a private school seeking a good quality of teaching and instruction. Having highly
qualified teachers was one of the top five most important reasons rated by parents as very
important when choosing a certain school type in both types of schools. This supports the
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literature that private schools tend to be very selective of the teachers they appoint and they
hire specialized well-trained teachers in their schools (Nichols, 2010).
The fact that a school’s safety procedures was rated by 100% of the parents
who chose an international school as the most important factor when making school choices
again supports the literature that child’s safety is the most important reason that 100% of the
parents gave for choosing a private school, Nichols (2010).
Differences between the parents’ perspectives in both types of schooling
There were also several major differences when looking at what parents in
both types of schools consider very important.
The first difference is related to the “class size” as it was considered a very
important factor by a higher percentage of parents whose children are attending an
international school. It was considered very important by 66.6% of the parents as opposed to
38% of the parents whose children are attending a national school. This is interesting because
usually national schools have a large number of students that could reach up to 30 students
per class; whereas, the international schools have a smaller number of students that could
reach anywhere between 20 to 24 students maximum per class. The results prove that class
size is not a very important factor parents consider when choosing a national school and this
explains the large number of students inside the classrooms. On the other hand, a small class
environment is one of the reasons parents send their children to an international school.
The second difference is related to the child’s grades as it was considered
more important to the parents whose children are attending a national school. 85.7%
considered it a very important factor as opposed to 38.8% of the parents whose children are
attending an international school. This shows that national school choosers are grade
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oriented. Their children’s success would most probably be measured by their assessments and
grades.
The third difference is related to “the school location” which is important to
the parents who chose an international type of schooling. 50% considered it very important as
opposed to 33.3% of the parents who chose a national type of schooling.
Parents who chose the international type of schooling consider having various
sports facilities as one of the five most important factors as rated by 83.3%, whereas only
57.1% of the parents who chose a national school rated it as very important.
The fifth difference is related to being involved in the child’s education. A
very few percentage of parents, 16.6%, who chose an international school considered this
very important, whereas 47.6% of the parents who chose a national school considered it very
important.
(ii)

PARENTS’ INTERVIEW FINDINGS

Research questions 2
- Do parents feel that the current school type meets their child’s needs?
The majority of the parents interviewed were female. This again proves that the
mothers are the ones responsible for making educational decisions in the family. The parents
seemed to be satisfied with their current school type choices at the present time. The reasons
cited for that varied. Some mentioned that their children became independent confident
motivated learners and are not facing any stress or difficulties while learning. Others talked
about the good quality of education their children are receiving and the availability of
qualified teachers. Some said that their children have developed critical thinking skills. Some
parents were satisfied with the languages taught in the school type they chose, including
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Arabic. On the other hand, some parents who thought the current school type was not
meeting their child’s needs mentioned crammed curriculum and the tight timing to cover it as
one of the reasons. Others talked about the need for extracurricular activities and projects.
Even though they are satisfied with the national system in middle school, almost all
of the parents whose children are attending a national school are planning to move them to
the international division in high school. The reasons cited for that varied between escaping
the Thanaweya Amma, gaining marks easily without depending on memorization, due to
financial reasons as they cannot afford changing the school type sooner than high school, or
for providing their children with the skills needed before entering college. One parent did not
want to change from the national system because she believes that the most important kind of
education her child should receive would be at college. She prefers to save the money and
send her child to a good university instead of spending it in an international school that
provides similar education. All of the parents whose children are attending an international
school have no plans in changing the type of school except one parent who is changing to a
different type of international education. Most of the parents interviewed worked as
administrators or teachers, thus, they were more aware of the educational choices for their
children.
Research question 3
-

What are the reasons parents cite for not choosing the other type of school for their
children?
Parents cited many reasons for choosing a certain school type and not choosing the

other. The majority of the parents chose the current school type so that their children could
receive better education and because of the type of curriculum offered in that school type.
The majority also stated “financial reasons” as a reason for choosing the school type their
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children are attending. Some mentioned other reasons such as: the quality of teachers and
instruction, improving the English language, studying Arabic, religion and social studies,
building their children’s characters, the extracurricular activities offered, the school’s
reputation, the child’s friends and the presence of a friendly staff.
When asked about the reasons for not choosing the other school type, the
majority said “financial reasons.” Most of the parents talked about wanting to escape the
curriculum offered and the poor quality of education offered in the other type of school.
Some mentioned the poor quality of teachers and the traditional teaching techniques as
reasons for not choosing the other school type. Others mentioned a variety of reasons such as:
the child’s friends who are attending a certain school type; the schools’ reputation; the school
curriculum does not promote character building; or the school is not meeting the child’s
needs.

Research question 4

- What background experiences influence parents’ school type choice decision?
Most of the participants worked as teachers or administrators. This made them
aware of the educational choices that best meets their needs and those of their children. One
of the parents said that as a student, she used to attend a national school until she completed
middle school, and then she moved to the international division in high school and graduated,
and found this to be very effective. So she is following the same technique with her child due
to financial reasons.
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(iii) STUDENTS’ INTERVIEW FINDINGS
Research question 2 (continuation)
-

Do students feel that the current school type meets their needs?
From the students’ interviews, it is clear that the mothers are the ones who

make important educational decisions, such as the school type choice, for their children. Most
of the students were aware of the reasons behind their mother’s decision in selecting their
schools. Most of the reasons given varied between the school’s location, or the idea that one
of the parents is already working in the school so it is more convenient, or that the parents
believed that the school type chosen offered a better type of education. Very few students had
a choice in selecting the type of school they attend. Most of the reasons given for that were
due to the fact that they joined the school at a very young age and continued in the same
school type since then. Those who changed their school type were more likely to have had a
choice.
Friends play a very important role in the students’ lives. Most of the students
from both divisions across the five schools said that they enjoyed going to school. The
majority mentioned “friends” as the best thing they like about their schools. The majority of
the students did not change their school type; some changed from the national to the
international, and very few students changed from the international to the national. When
asked about how the other type of school differed from the current one, the answers varied
but were repeated. Some said that the quality of education is better in the international
division; it is more fun and interesting and helps them think and use their brain instead of
depending on memorization and calculators. Others said that the English language was better.
Some mentioned the grading system and said that it was different. Some talked about the
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quality of teachers who are more professional in the international division as compared to the
national one.
The school’s facilities were also mentioned in the students’ answers. They
talked about the quality of classrooms and bathrooms which again, appear to be better in the
international division. Some mentioned education and amount of homework as easier in a
school type when compared to another one, especially those who changed from the national
or the British divisions to the American division.

Limitations
The limitations to this research were:
-

Participants were chosen from only one governorate in Egypt: Cairo.

- The students who participated in the interview were chosen from grades 6, 7 and 8 only.
-

The majority of parents who participated in the surveys and interviews worked in the
chosen schools as teachers or administrators which made them more aware of the
educational choices as compared to other parents.
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CHAPTER 5

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Conclusions related to the assumptions
It was assumed that the interview questions and the questionnaires were
understood by the participants and that they answered the interview questions and rated the
factors honestly and openly. These assumptions are supported by the findings of this
research. Even though it was stated in the findings that 39 parents participated in the
questionnaires, those were the actual numbers used in this research. However, it must be
noted that one other questionnaire was distributed, making the total to be 40. The 40th
questionnaire was disregarded due to reliability concerns, as the participant left some factors
unrated in the questionnaire and skipped a whole page. No problems were faced in the
parents’ or students’ interviews.
It was also assumed that the students did not have a choice in the school type they
are in. This is supported by the research findings. Only six students had a choice in selecting
the schools they attend. It was assumed that the school’s safety procedures would not play an
important role in the parents’ school decision. This is not supported by the findings of this
research. The school’s safety procedures was the only factor rated as very important by 100%
of the parents who chose the international school type for their children and by 90.4% of the
parents who chose the national school type. It was also assumed that the children’s grades are
very important for parents. This is true only for the national school choosers. 85.7% rated
this factor as very important as opposed to 38.8% of the international school choosers. It was
assumed that parents made the choice of their children’s schools based on socio-economic
factors. The “child’s friends” and “financial reasons” were indeed two of the most prominent
and highly rated factors in the parents’ interviews and questionnaires for choosing the current
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type of school. However, it cannot be said that they are the only reasons for parents choosing
the school types they did; it could be said that the socioeconomic factor is one of the most
important factors affecting parents’ decision.

Conclusions related to the literature review
Child safety and discipline
According to the literature, 100% of the parents listed child safety as one of the most
important factors for sending their children to a private school in Florida where public
education is free (Nichols, 2010). The findings of this research are similar to the literature.
Even though the national schools in Egypt are considered private schools with considerable
tuition fees, the parents who chose an international school are willing to pay higher tuition
fees than the national school choosers to ensure the availability of several factors, especially
their children’s safety. Similar to the research findings, 100% of the parents who chose an
international school in Cairo rated the school’s safety procedures as the most important factor
for their selection.
Parental involvement
Literature findings show that private school choosers tend to assist their children at
home with their studies, contact their children’s school and participate in school activities
(Martinez, Godwin, Kemerer, & Perna, 1995). This is not the case in this research. Being
involved in the children’s school activities was the least important factor for the national
school choosers and being involved in the children’s education was the least important factor
for the international school choosers. It could be that the parents want their children to be
independent learners responsible for their own education or it could be that the parents are
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too busy working so they compensate the time spent with their children by paying more
tuition fees and choosing a good school. Yet without research, these reasons remain
speculations and that is why more research is needed to best understand the parents’ points of
view.
Technology
According to the literature findings, technology was rated by parents as one of the
least important factors when selecting a school (Ekanem, 2003). This is not supported by this
research. 66.6% of those who chose an international school and 61.9% of those who choose a
national school thought it was very important. We are now living in a digital age and it is
more likely that parents’ perspectives have changed vastly from 2003.
Academic achievement
High test scores represent academic quality to parents (Zaich, 2013). This is true only
for the national school choosers in this research as the majority of the parents, 85.7%, agreed
that their children’s grades are very important to them as opposed to 38.8% of the
international school choosers. This does not mean that test scores are not important to them.
Rather, it shows that there are other factors considered more important when selecting a
school than their children’s grades. The national school choosers, on the other hand, select a
school with the end in mind. The scores of the final exams in the secondary level of the
national system are very important to parents as those scores determine which universities
will accept their children. Each year, a list of colleges and institutes are published with a
minimum test score required for the acceptance in each. Students, who have completed their
exams, submit their preferences and the government coordination office places them in a
program/post-secondary school based on their test scores. This explains why national school
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parents are grade oriented because their children’s future is based on their Thanaweya Amma
scores.
Socioeconomic factors
Another factor that influences parents in the decision making process is their
socioeconomic factor. This factor includes social class and income. Nichols (2010), defined
schools as “places where students are often defined by the group they hang out with” (P.78).
Unfortunately, the variety of school options tends to increase students’ identification by
social class and cultural background. However, research findings indicate that students’ mix
is not a priority for parents when choosing a school (Nichols, 2010). There is no doubt that
students learn better in a school that values and embraces diversity (Nichols, 2010). In
addition, for many parents, educational choice is an essential financial investment. Some
parents can pay the tuition fees easily while others make scarifies in order to be able to
provide their children with a proper kind of education. Sometimes the parental school choice
is based on the economic status of the family rather than on the awareness of optimal learning
experiences (Truvillion-Burt, 1992). However, in the end, all parents need to be sure that the
money they invested in their children’s education was for the right reason and that their
children’s future was positively affected by the sacrifices they made when they decided to
send them to private schools. (Nichols, 2010)
Parents’ previous educational experiences
According to Robert (2010), parents with higher levels of schooling and social status
are able to select schools more eﬃciently. On the other hand, parents with limited education
face great difficulty evaluating school quality (Bridge & Blackman, 1978). As most of the
parent participants in this research were administrators or teachers in the selected schools,
they were more aware of the pros and cons of each educational system and their answers
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differed from the participants who worked in other fields, even though they were all educated
and belonged to the same social status. More research is needed to better understand the
effect of parents’ previous educational experiences on school selection.
Students’ preference of schools
In addition, literature has revealed that students are usually not involved in the process
of school selection and those who are actually involved, select specific schools to be with
their peers or for athletic programs (Prichard, 2012). This is supported by this research. Out
of 41 student participants, only six had a choice in selecting their current type of school, and
out of the six, three students mentioned “friends” as the best thing they liked about their
school.
Location and convenience
According to the literature, a school’s location is the least important factor influencing
school choice for parents (Nichols, 2010). This is true for the national school choosers in this
research, as it is one of the least important factors rated as very important by only 33.3% of
the parents, but 50% of those who chose an international school for their children believe that
the school location is very important. This shows that when parents are limited with a certain
budget for the school fees, they select the best school, in their opinion, based on other more
important factors than the location of the school; whereas, some of those who are financially
more able, consider the location of the school along with other factors.
School programs and facilities
According to Nichols (2010), 95% of the parents ranked the school facilities as very
important or somewhat important. Sports activities support students emotionally,
intellectually and physically (Nichols, 2010). This is supported by this research. A lot of
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students complained about the poor conditions of some school facilities such as bathrooms,
classrooms and the limited number of sports facilities. Students must feel comfortable in the
place they spend most of their day.
Curriculum
According to research findings in Georgia, academics are the main reason for parents
choosing a specific private school (Wolfe, 2002). This is supported in the findings of this
research. 100% of the parents who chose the national school and 77.7% of those who chose
the international school rated the curriculum offered in the school as very important. Even
though it was not the most important factor for parents who chose the international school
type, having better education and a challenging curriculum were predominant reasons of
parents in the interviews when asked about the reasons for choosing the current school. It was
the second reason mentioned by the majority when asked about the reasons for not choosing
the other school type.
Class size
Smaller class size allows “more individual attention, reducing the time and effort
devoted to classroom management and reducing the number of stressful interactions”
(Nichols, 2010, p. 74). Again this research supports the literature. 66% of the parents who
chose the international schools agreed that class size is important. On the other hand, 38% of
the parents who chose the national school thought it is important. The students in the national
schools were the ones who suggested the presence of cameras inside the classrooms and
wanted teachers to stop shouting and in order to have better classroom management.
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Teaching and instruction
One of the aspects rated by 100% of parents in Florida as very important is the quality
of teachers in a school. This is also supported by literature. 100% of the parents who chose a
national school and 83.3% of those who chose an international school in this research rated
having highly qualified teachers as very important. No wonder, if parents are spending a lot
of money on their children’s education, a teacher who facilitates learning is a requirement.
Extra-curricular activities
“Schools often offer extra-curricular activities to supplement existing academic
activities without duplicating them…” (Nichols, 2010). Many extra-curricular activities help
students discover their talents. Students may even consider these activities as the first step in
preparing them for their future jobs (Nichols, 2010). Extracurricular activities were not one of
the highly rated factors by Egyptian parents. Only 44.4% of those who chose an international
school and 428% of those who chose a national school considered it very important.
From the analysis of the students’ interviews, parents’ interviews and questionnaires,
it is clear that both students and parents have needs of the schools they choose. It is the
responsibility of the school owners, administrators and teachers to work on meeting those
needs.
Recommended changes could be:
- Hiring highly qualified teachers.
- Setting school safety procedures.
- Providing a student centered rich learning environment where students can learn while
having fun. This could be done through group work, hands-on activities and project-based
learning.
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- Improving the school’s facilities, especially bathrooms, classrooms, play areas and sports
facilities.
- Ensuring equal treatment of students in different divisions within the same school.
- Providing proper teacher training on effective classroom management techniques to reduce
the stress produced by the teachers who are shouting or students who are misbehaving.
Recommendations for future studies
More research needs to be done in other schools and governorates in Egypt.
This research targeted parents whose children are attending grades 6, 7 and 8. More research
is needed in other grades. Most of the participants in this research were female and work as
teachers or administrators within the selected schools. More male participants are needed.
More male and female participants are needed who work in other fields to help better
understand the background influences that affect parental school choice. More research is
needed to understand why parents consider participating in their children’s activities and
education the least important factors when choosing a school.
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APPENDIX (A)

Documentation of Informed Consent for Participation in Research Study

Project Title: [National vs. International Schools: Factors Influencing School Choice in
Egypt; The voices of parents and students.]
Principal Investigator: Yasmine Alaa Khorshed/ lavender785@aucegypt.edu
*You are being asked to participate in a research study. The purpose of the research is to
determine the considerations that parents take into account while making educational
decisions for their children, particularly when choosing a specific type of school (national or
international). The findings may be published and presented. The expected duration of your
participation is 30 minutes.
*The procedures of the research will be as follows: You will be asked to fill in a
questionnaire about the factors that you considered when selecting a national or an
international school for your child. Then you will be asked to participate in an interview
where you will be asked 6 questions related to your perception of school types.
*There will not be any risks or discomforts associated with this research.
*There will not be benefits to you from this research.
*The information you provide for purposes of this research is anonymous and confidential.
*Questions about the research or your rights should be directed to Yasmine Alaa Khorshed at
01111888449.
*Participation in this study is voluntary. Refusal to participate will involve no penalty or loss
of benefits to which you are otherwise entitled. You may discontinue participation at any
time without penalty or the loss of benefits to which you are otherwise entitled.

Signature

________________________________________

Printed Name

________________________________________

Date

________________________________________
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APPENDIX (B)

Documentation of Informed Consent for Participation in Research Study

Project Title: [National vs. International Schools: Factors Influencing School Choice in
Egypt; The voices of parents and students.]

Principal Investigator: Yasmine Alaa Khorshed/ lavender785@aucegypt.edu
*You are being asked to participate in a research study. The purpose of the research is to
determine the considerations that parents take into account while making educational
decisions for their children, particularly when choosing a specific type of school (national or
international). The findings may be published and presented. The expected duration of your
participation is 15 minutes.
*The procedures of the research will be as follows: You will be asked 6 interview questions
about your perception of the school type you are currently in.
*There will not be any risks or discomforts associated with this research.
*There will not be benefits to you from this research.
*The information you provide for purposes of this research is anonymous and confidential.
*Questions about the research or your rights should be directed to Yasmine Alaa Khorshed at
01111888449.
*Participation in this study is voluntary. Refusal to participate will involve no penalty or loss
of benefits to which you are otherwise entitled. You may discontinue participation at any
time without penalty or the loss of benefits to which you are otherwise entitled.
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APPENDIX (C)

Documentation of Informed Consent for Participation in Research Study

Project Title: [National vs. International Schools: Factors Influencing School Choice in
Egypt; The voices of parents and students.]

Principal Investigator: Yasmine Alaa Khorshed/ lavender785@aucegypt.edu
*Your child is being asked to participate in a research study. The purpose of the research is to
determine the considerations that parents take into account while making educational
decisions for their children, particularly when choosing a specific type of school (national or
international). The findings may be published and presented. The expected duration of his/her
participation is 15 minutes.
*The procedures of the research will be as follows: Your child will be asked 6 interview
questions about his/her perception of the school type he/she is currently in.
*There will not be any risks or discomforts associated with this research.
*There will not be benefits to your child from this research.
*The information your child provides for purposes of this research is anonymous and
confidential.
*Questions about the research or your rights should be directed to Yasmine Alaa Khorshed at
01111888449.
*Participation in this study is voluntary. Refusal to participate will involve no penalty or loss
of benefits to which you are otherwise entitled. You may discontinue participation at any
time without penalty or the loss of benefits to which you are otherwise entitled.
Signature

________________________________________

Printed Name

________________________________________

Date

________________________________________
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APPENDIX (D

PARENT QUESTIONNAIRE
Background information
1- Your gender:

_______________

2- Your highest level of education:_____________________________
3- Job:_______________________________________________
4- Number of children: ___________
5- Are there any special needs required by your child? ________________________
6- Please select the type of schooling chosen for your child: (national) /( international)
7- Your child’s tuition fees (excluding the bus fees): _______________
This survey is designed to determine the factors that are important to parents when choosing
a specific type of private school (National or International). Read each item thoroughly and
rate it by checking the box that best represents your opinion when choosing your child’s type
of schooling and explain your choice.
How important Very
Somewhat
important important
is….
1
2

Not
too Not at all Neutral
important important
3
4
5

School environment:
12-

345-

6-

a friendly and
competent staff
a
school’s
safety
procedures
a
school’s
reputation
class size
a
school’s
mission
and
vision
a
school’s
location
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Explanation

How important Very
Somewhat
important important
is….
1
2

Not
too Not at all Neutral
important important
3
4
5

Faculty and school quality:
7-

highly qualified
teachers
8- foreign
or
native English
speakers
9- being able to
contact
and
communicate
with
the
principal easily
10- having a good
relationship
with
your
child’s teacher
Parental involvement:
11- being involved
in your child’s
education
12- being involved
in your child’s
school activities
13- having an active
PTA in your
child’s school
Curriculum and instruction:
14- your
grades

child’s

15- the curriculum
offered in the
school
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Explanation

How important Very
Somewhat
is….
important important
1
2

Not
too Not at all Neutral
important important
3
4
5

Explanation

16- extracurricular
activities
17- hands-on
activities
18- integrating ICT
in
the
curriculum
19- religion
and
related activities
in a school
20- the amount of
homework
School facilities and resources:
21- having various
sport facilities
22- technology
inside
the
classroom (eg:
smart boards,
computers etc..)
23- the
school
library and
off-school
accessibility
24- highly equipped
science
and
computer labs
Socio-economic factors:
25- tuition fees
26- Your
friends

child’s

Did you consider any other factors when choosing your child’s school? If yes, please
specify._________________________________________________________________
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APPENDIX (E)
PARENTS’ QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS

No

Factors

Very important
National International

Somewhat important
National International

80.9%
90.4%
80.9%
38%
61.9%
33.3%

83.3%
100%
77.7%
66.6%
55.5%
50%

19%
9.5%
14.2%
42.8%
23.8%
33.3%

highly qualified teachers
foreign or native English speakers
being able to contact and
communicate with the principal
easily
having a good relationship with your
child’s teacher

100%
38%
57.1%

83.3%
33.3%
61.1%

42.8%

being involved in your child’s
education
being involved in your child’s school
activities
having an active PTA in your child’s
school

Not too important
National International

Not at all important
National International

National

Neutral
International

School environment:
1
2
3
4
5
6

a friendly and competent staff
a school’s safety procedures
a school’s reputation
class size
a school’s mission and vision
a school’s location

5.5%

11.1%

5.5%

22.2%
33.3%
22.2%
44.4%

4.7%
14.2%
23.8%
28.5%

22.2%
5.5%

38%
33.3%

16.6%
38.8%
33.3%

23.8%
9.5%

16.6%
5.5%

33.3%

47.6%

50%

4.7%

16.6%

47.6%

16.6%

28.5%

55.5%

23.8%

22.2%

5.5%

14.2%

33.3%

42.8%

38.8%

42.8%

22.2%

5.5%

42.8%

33.3%

33.3%

27.7%

14.2%

16.6%

14.2%

61.1%
16.6%
55.5%
27.7%

14.2%
4.7%

4.7%
9.5%
4.7%

Faculty and school quality:
7
8
9

10

11.1%

4.7%

Parental involvement:
11
12
13

4.7%

11.1%

4.7%

Curriculum and instruction:
14
15
16
17

your child’s grades
the curriculum offered in the school
extracurricular activities
hands-on activities

85.7%
100%
42.8%
66.6%

38.8%
77.7%
44.4%
72.2%

38%
19%
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4.7%
9.5%

11.1%

18

integrating ICT in the curriculum

66.6%

55.5%

23.8%

22.2%

11.1%

19

religion and related activities in a
school

61.9%

61.6%

33.3%

22.2%

4.7%

11.1%

20

the amount of homework

33.3%

44.4%

47.6%

16.6%

14.2%

38.8%

having various sport facilities
technology inside the classroom (eg:
smart boards, computers etc..)
the school library and
off-school accessibility
highly equipped science and
computer labs

57.1%
61.9%

83.3%
66.6%

28.5%
19%

16.6%
33.3%

9.5%
9.5%

71.4%

72.2%

14.2%

27.7%

14.2%

80.9%

77.7%

14.2%

22.2%

tuition fees
Your child’s friends

71.4%
95.2%

72.2%
83.3%

14.2%
4.7%

22.2%
11.1%

5.5%

9.5%

5.5%
4.7%

School facilities and resources:
21
22
23
24

4.7%
4.7%
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4.7%

4.7%

Socio-economic factors:
25
26

5.5%
5.5%

5.5%

14.2%

APPENDIX (F)
PARENTS’ INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

1-

What are the primary reasons for choosing the current type of schooling for your child?

2-

What are the primary reasons for not choosing the other type of schooling for your child?

3-

Do you think the current type of schooling is meeting your child’s learning needs? How?

4-

Did you face any specific challenges or successes in your child’s current type of
schooling?

5-

Did any of your children experience multiple types of schooling? Why?

6-

Do you have any plans to change your child’s type of schooling in the future? Why?
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Appendix (G)
School A: Parents’ Interview Results

Parent

Gender

Type of

Primary reason for

Primary reason for not

Is the current type of

Any challenges or successes in

Did any of your

Any plans to change the

child’s

choosing the current

choosing the other type of

school meeting your

your child’s current type of

children experience

child’s type of schooling in

schooling

type of schooling

schooling

child’s needs?

schooling

multiple types of

the future

schooling?
1

2

F

F

National

National

School reputation,

Her child wanted to stay with

friendly staff and

her friends in the national

Yes

No

join her friends wherever

child’s friends

division

they go

Reputation of the

The international division in

national school

the school is not as reputable

pleased with the school and

as the national one

the current type of schooling

Yes

Yes, great success

No

No

Yes, as her child wants to

Yes, in year 9. She is very

but she wants to change the
curriculum studied and
escape the Thanaweya
Amma system
3

F

National

Financial reasons

Financial reasons

Yes, her child is learning his

Yes, her child is successful in his

basics and he gets to learn a

academic life

No

Yes, in high school, because
as a student, she used to be

lot of information that he

in a national school and then

will need in the future

she moved to an
international one in high
school, so she thinks this is
more appropriate for her son
as well because it provides
him with a better quality of
education before his
university life.

4

F

National

She had no other
choice

Financial reasons

Yes, it has improved her
child’s language skills and
stresses on morals
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No

Yes, the father made that

Yes, as they are planning to

decision

travel abroad

Appendix (G)
School A: Parents’ Interview Results
Parent

Gender

Type of

Primary reason for

Primary reason for not

Is the current type of

Any challenges or successes in

Did any of your

Any plans to change the

child’s

choosing the current

choosing the other type of

school meeting your

your child’s current type of

children experience

child’s type of schooling in

schooling

type of schooling

schooling

child’s needs?

schooling

multiple types of

the future

schooling?
5

F

International

Her child wanted to

In the national section, her

Yes, because her child is

Yes, her child learnt how to cope

Yes, her child moved

No , she is satisfied with the

be with her friends,

child just had to memorize the

very different now. Her

with different circumstances

from the national to the

current type of schooling

the teachers are

information for the test

international.

language skills are better

specially after changing her school

friendly, the

and she is motivated to go to

type. She has acquired leadership

curriculum and the

school as she is anxious to

skills because her teachers planted

educational level are

learn more specially in

those skills in her. Her teachers

very different and the

Science which is completely

help her build her personality; they

extra activities as her

different in the current type

do not only deal with the

child has the chance

of schooling

curriculum. They teach the students

to participate in more

how to face challenges outside the

than one activity

school and deal with everyday life.
They challenge the students
everyday and for her as a parent,
this is a success.

6

F

International

Better education

Same reason

Yes, it improves her child’s

No

critical thinking skills

Yes, her children moved

No , she is satisfied with the

from the national division

current type of schooling

to the international one to
receive better education
7

F

International

Better education

Not convinced with the way

Yes, she can see a lot of

they have been taught in the

development in her child

Yes

Yes

It depends on her child’s
development and progress

national division
8

F

International

Better Education and

The curriculum from the

methods of teaching

ministry is not thought

No

No

through and is more for
cramming than understanding
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No

No

Appendix (H)
School B: Parents’ Interview Results
Parent

Gender

Type of child’s

Primary reason for choosing

Primary reason for not

Is the current type of school

Any challenges or successes in your

Did any of your children

Any plans to change

schooling

the current type of schooling

choosing the other type of

meeting your child’s needs?

child’s current type of schooling

experience multiple types of

the child’s type of

schooling?

schooling in the future

No

Yes, starting from grade

schooling
1

F

National

Because she was in the

Because if her child is in the

Yes, but the only drawback is

Yes, the challenge is that her child

national system, and she feels

international division she might

that the current type of school

has to do lots of work at home such as

8 she will transfer her

that she can be involved in her

not be able to follow up with

does not encourage creativity

studying, memorizing and doing the

child to the international

child’s education if her child is

him/her

like the international system

homework which is not the case in the

section to teach him/her

international system

things that are not

in the same system

offered in the national
system. She feels that
this is the right age to
transfer her child to the
other system so he/she
can face the community
before going to
university
2

F

National

___________

____________

No, because the syllabus is

Yes, her child is hyper active and is

Yes, her other children moved to

Yes, in grade 9 so her

crammed and hard to cover as

able to succeed in this type of

the international division and

child can gain marks

the sessions are short

schooling

they are doing well

easily and do some
activities that count in
his/her GPA,

3

F

National

Reputation of the school and
using technology

Because they were in Russia

Yes, at this age it is ok but next

and returned to Egypt in

year she will move her child to

November after the school had

the British division

Yes, in Arabic

Yes, her child was in a Russian

Yes, she will move her

school in Moscow

next year to the British
school

started
4

F

International

Because it is the best type of

The parent prefers the

education

American system

It teaches students

Curriculum is crammed

Yes

No

No

Yes, she will move her
child to the IB system,
because it is the best

5

F

International

Yes

No

independence and it is

Yes, from the American to the
British due to financial reasons

organized
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No

Appendix (I)
School C: Parents’ Interview Results
Parent Gender

Type of
child’s
schooling

Primary reason for
choosing the current
type of schooling

1

M

National

Good curriculum, good
teaching of Arabic
language and Egyptian
social studies which
enables students to engage
in the Egyptian society

2

F

National

The current system
teaches her child how to
work hard and to be more
disciplined

3

F

National

Strong curriculum
specially in Arabic,
Religion and Social
studies

4

F

National

Financial reasons

Primary reason
for not choosing
the other type of
schooling
Not so good in
teaching the Arabic
language or
Egyptian cultural
values

Is the current type of school
meeting your child’s needs?

Any challenges or
successes in your child’s
current type of schooling

Did any of your children
experience multiple types
of schooling?

Any plans to change the
child’s type of schooling in
the future

Yes, their child is learning
languages very well, such as
Arabic, English and German,
and her level is very good in
Science and Math

No, parents are satisfied
with their child’s progress

Yes, parents are planning to
move her to the British division
in grade 10

It is an easy way of
learning specially in
the primary stage as
they do not stick to
the curriculum

Somehow in the primary
stage, but for the middle school
and high school she thinks the
international system is better

Sometimes the parent
experienced both

Yes, their other child
changed to the British
division in grade 10 because
it is an internationally
recognized high school
degree, their child is free to
choose the subjects he/she is
interested in and avoid the
private lessons associated
with the last three years of
the national system and the
Thannaweya Amma
certificate
No

Somehow, but it could be
better by adding extracurricular
activities and projects

Yes

The international system is
better because it is more
advanced

Yes

_________

Financial reasons
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Yes, from the national to the
international division to
avoid the Thannaweya
Amma and the problems
associated with its testing
method
Yes, from the national to the
international because the
parent wants the best kind of
education for her children
and the international system
helps in developing the
students’ brain when applied
properly

Maybe in high school or even
starting from grade 9 as the
international system is better in
testing the students’ skills and
qualifications and it brings out
the hidden talents in the
student’s personality
Yes, starting year 9 the parent
plans to move her child to the
international division

Yes, because she wants an
advanced kind of education
that develops her child’s brain
and doesn’t depend on
memorizing information

Appendix (I)
School C: Parents’ Interview Results
Parent Gender

5

M

Type of
child’s
schooling

Primary reason for
choosing the current
type of schooling

National

At the beginning the
parent was mainly
focusing on the school
itself and his aim was
trying to find a good
school for his child

Primary reason
for not choosing
the other type of
schooling
It is the parent’s
choice now to move
his child to the
international
division to receive
better education,

Is the current type of school
meeting your child’s needs?

Any challenges or
successes in your child’s
current type of schooling

Did any of your children
experience multiple types
of schooling?

Any plans to change the
child’s type of schooling in
the future

National school was essential
only for a specific stage in his
child’s life

Parent believes that the
talents and the challenges
depend on the child’s
abilities and the role of the
school is to encourage and
develop those talents

No

Yes, from the national to the
international to improve his
child’s mental education,
languages taught and so that
his child could receive more
care
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Appendix (J)
School D: Parents’ Interview Results

Parent

Gender

Type of child’s

Primary reason for

Primary reason for

Is the current type of

Any challenges or successes

Did any of your

Any plans to change the child’s

schooling

choosing the current

not choosing the

school meeting your

in your child’s current type

children

type of schooling in the future

type of schooling

other type of

child’s needs?

of schooling

experience

schooling

multiple types of
schooling?

1

M

National

To ensure the best
level of education

The ambitions he has
for his child are not
found in this type of
education

Yes

His child is successful thanks
to the great follow up policy
his school adopts

2

F

International

To improve his
English language

The national education
did not match her
child’s learning needs

Yes, it gave her child self
confidence and taught him
self-reliance

Yes, a lot of successes

3

F

International

Qualified and foreign
teachers and the
curriculum

Quality of teachers and
the type of curriculum

Yes, her child can
remember and understand
the curriculum through
exercises, science and
computer labs, projects,
class work.

4

F

International

The curriculum

Yes, by studying a
different curriculum

5

F

International

For studying and
speaking English well
and for the curriculum
and instruction
For better education
and to have a fluent
English accent

Yes, the school celebrates the
successful students every
quarter by having a small party
for them, so her child is
motivated to be one of those
successful students every
quarter
__________

Financial reasons

Yes

No
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No, because the
father believes that
instability in the
education process
may lead to
complete failure
Yes, he changed
from the national
because it didn’t
match his learning
needs
Yes, from British
to American

If this happens, it will be due to
the fact that the school might have
lagged behind other schools
around or does not keep pace with
the contemporary methods of
teaching
No, her child is satisfied in the
international division

Yes, from national
to international

No

No

No

No

Appendix (K)
School E: Parents’ Interview Results
Primary reason

Primary reason for

Is the current type

Any challenges or

Did any of your children

Any plans to change the child’s type of

child’s

for choosing the

not choosing the

of school meeting

successes in your child’s

experience multiple types of

schooling in the future

schooling

current type of

other type of

your child’s needs?

current type of

schooling?

schooling

schooling

The curriculum

Financial reasons

Parent Gender Type of

1

F

National

schooling
Yes, because her

Yes, challenges during

Yes, one of them did as her child

Yes, because in higher grades, the national

offered in the

child doesn’t face

the English play, as her

felt it is a better way for

system doesn’t help the kids a lot to

school by very

any difficulties while

child had to memorize his

education and a better system

improve their language or skills, it is only

qualified teachers

learning

lines very well while

a matter of marks

acting
2

F

National

Financial reasons

Financial reasons and

Yes, her child is

There were challenges at

and to learn

because students learn

receiving good

the beginning related to

No

Yes, in high school. The mother wants to
ensure that the child has acquired all the

Arabic well

well through fun but

education and the

the fact that her child

good basic skills needed in Arabic and

without quality like the

teachers are excellent

changed schools and was

Maths in the national division before

national unless it is a

not mingling with her

moving her to the American division to

good international

friends

receive better education

school
3

F

National

Financial reasons,

Financial reasons

Not bad, but the

Yes, challenges as

the national

mother wishes it was

sometimes her child has

division is cheaper

better

to study lessons that are

No

Yes, if the parent got richer or the fees of
the international schools become cheaper

ridiculous and not useful
4

F

National

Reasonable fees

Financial reasons and

Reasonable so far

Yes challenges due to the

No

No, as the mother believes the most

and activities,

more or less it

because her child is

crammed curriculum and

important education a child must receive

good fluent

provides the same type

in good command of

the amount of work

is in university. She prefers to save the

English teachers

of education

the subjects learnt,

demanded in a limited

amount of money spent in an international

and the good

although the timing is

time. Also the school

school for her child to send him to a good

quality of teachers

very tight for the

needs to coordinate

university instead of spending it at

crammed curriculum

between the subjects

international schools which serve more or

taught and the amount of

less the same quality of education as the

homework given

one offered in national schools
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Appendix (K)
School E: Parents’ Interview Results
Primary reason

Primary reason for

Is the current type

Any challenges or

Did any of your children

Any plans to change the child’s type of

child’s

for choosing the

not choosing the

of school meeting

successes in your child’s

experience multiple types of

schooling in the future

schooling

current type of

other type of

your child’s needs?

current type of

schooling?

schooling

schooling

Curriculum,

Using traditional

Yes, it develops her

Both, the successes were

Yes, from national to

No, her child is very comfortable in the

quality of

methods and teaching

child’s way of

when she won the first

international because the

current type as it doesn’t rely much on

education,

techniques

thinking and she

place in a writing

international type of schooling

exams

reasonable fees,

works a lot but

competition when she

wasn’t available in her child’s

the global changes

without stress or help

was in grade 3. The

school and she couldn’t afford it

require and prefer

challenge was when she

before

the international

moved from the national

type of schooling

to the international

Parent Gender Type of

5

F

International

schooling

schooling system
6

F

International

Better education

Using traditional
methods and teaching
techniques, and not
using the mind

Yes, her child has

Yes, the shift from the

Yes, from national to

developed critical

national system to the

international

thinking skills

international one and the

No

load of work are
challenges for her child
7

F

International

Better education

Because it does not

Not much, but it is

encourage character

better than the

building and

national system

Yes

No

No, the parent is satisfied

No

No

independency
8

F

International

The teaching and

The national system

Yes, but the parents

Yes, the national type of

grading systems

focuses on quantity

are still exam

schooling is still applied

are different. It

rather than quality

oriented

in Social Studies and

also works on

where the students

character

ends up not gaining

development

any information

Arabic
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APPENDIX (L)
STUDENTS’ INTERVIEW QUESTIONS
1-

Who chose the current type of schooling for you? Why?

2-

Did you have a choice? Why?

3-

Do you enjoy going to school?

4-

What is the best thing you like about your school?

5-

Have you ever been to another type of school? How was it different from the
current type?

6-

Is there anything that the administrators or teachers can change to make your
school more interesting for you? If yes, please specify.
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Appendix (M)
School A: Students’ Interview Results
Student Type of
schooling

Grade

Gender

Student knows the
reason behind his
parent’s choice

Student was given the
choice in selecting the
current type of
schooling / why

Student enjoys
going to
school

M

Who chose
the current
type of
schooling? /
why
Mother

No

Best thing
the student
likes about
his/her
school
Break time

Student has
been to
another
type of
schooling
No

How the other
type of
education is
different from
the current type
______

1

National

6

No

No

2

National

6

F

Mother

No

3

National

7

M

Mother

4

National

8

F

Mother

5

International

7

F

6

International

7

7

International

8

International

Yes

Yes

Friends

No

______

Yes, because his
friends are in the
national division
No

No

Sometimes

______

No

______

No

Yes

Friends

No

______

Mother and
student

Yes,
because it is a better
type of schooling

Yes

Yes

It is fun and
she learns
new things

Yes,
(national)

The current
grading system is
different and the
classrooms are
better

Nothing, the student is
satisfied with the school

M

Mother

Yes, because the
international division
is better than the
national in the quality
of education

Yes

Friends and
P.E lessons

Yes ,
(national)

Education is
better in the
current type of
schooling

Nothing, the student is
satisfied with the school

7

M

Mother and
student

Yes, because his
mother works in the
same school so it is
more convenient and
she thought this type
of schooling would
provide better
education and would
be more fun

Yes , because his mother
told him that the
education is better and
his friends were moving
to the international
division
Yes

Yes

Friends,
playing
football and
education.

Yes,
(national)

Nothing, the student is
satisfied with the school

7

F

Mother and
student

Yes, because the
international division
will give her more
chances to improve
her English language.

Yes, because she likes
English and she thought
this type of schooling
would her improve.

Most of the
time

Friends and
some
lessons such
as English
and History

Yes,
(national)

The current type
of schooling
encourages him
to think right and
use his mind,
whereas in the
previous type of
schooling he just
needed the
calculator
English is better
in the current
type of
schooling.
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What teachers or
administrators can
change to make the
school more interesting
to the student
Sessions should be more
fun/ more activities
should be allowed by
teachers
Teachers should play
games with the students
More sports facilities
such as football and
basketball courts
More trips

A better playground

Appendix (N)
School B: Students’ Interview Results
Student

Type of
schooling

Grade

Gender

1

National

6

M

Who chose
the current
type of
schooling? /
Why
Parents

Student knows the
reason behind his
parent’s choice

2

National

6

M

Parents

Yes, because his
parents want him to be
the best person

3

National

6

M

Mother

4

National

6

M

Mother

5

National

6

F

Mother

6

National

7

F

Mother

Yes, because his
mother saw the
advertisement in the
newspaper
Yes, because his
mother thought it was
better than the
American and the
British divisions
Yes, because her
mother works in the
same school so it is
more convenient and
her mother could keep
her eyes on her
Yes, because her
mother thinks that this
type of schooling suits
her

7

National

7

F

Mother

No

No

Yes

8

International

6

M

Mother

No

Yes, because he
wanted to change
and try the current
type of schooling

No, because he
doesn’t like to
wake up early
and he has a lot
of homework

No

Student was
given the choice
in selecting the
current type of
schooling / why
Yes, because he
thought it was a
good school and
the quality of
education was
excellent
No, because his
mother knows this
school is better for
him
No, because he
has been in the
school since
kindergarten
No

Student enjoys
going to school

How the other type
of education is
different from the
current type

What teachers or administrators
can change to make the school
more interesting to the student

_______

He would like to see a programme
on T.V about his school.

No

_______

Nothing, the student is satisfied
with the school

Friends

No

_______

Nothing, the student is satisfied
with the school

No

Nothing

No

Yes, she saw the
school photos on
the internet and
she liked it

Yes

P.E lessons

Yes,
(American)

No, because she
has been in the
school since
kindergarten

No

Cooperatio
n and rules

No

Friends and
the way
they learn
________

No

________

Yes,
(national)

________
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Best thing
the student
likes about
his/her
school
Studying

Student
has been to
another
type of
schooling
No

Yes

Swimming
pool

Sometimes

Yes

_______

The current type of
school is better in
making friends

_______

Eliminate punishment

Nothing, the student is satisfied
with the school

Some rules that are in the
international division need to be
applied in the national division
(student was not able to give an
example)
Nothing, the student is satisfied
with the school
Teachers should stop giving
students homework

Appendix (N)
School B: Students’ Interview Results
Student

Type of
schooling

Grade

Gender

9

International

7

F

Who chose
the current
type of
schooling? /
Why
Mother

10

International

8

M

Mother

11

International

8

F

Sister

Student knows the
reason behind his
parent’s choice
Yes, she thinks that
the reason maybe
because her mother
thought that the
American system was
much better
Yes, because his
mother thought the
American division
was easier than the
French system

No

Student was given
the choice in
selecting the
current type of
schooling / why
No, because she
was young in grade
one when she joined
the current type of
school

Student enjoys
going to school

Yes, his mother
asked him if he
wanted to complete
in the current type
of schooling. At the
beginning he didn’t
want to leave his
previous school, but
after spending the
first year in the
current type, he
thinks it is good
Yes, because she
plays sports, and
when she was in the
British division
before, she had no
time to study and
practice tennis
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Best thing
the student
likes about
his/her
school
Friends,
teachers and
the way of
learning

Student
has been to
another
type of
schooling
No

How the other type
of education is
different from the
current type

Yes

Everything,
specially
friends

Yes,
(French)

Everything was in
French; subjects
were more difficult
than they are in the
American system,
specially Science
and Math

Make the break longer

Yes

Friends and
teachers

Yes,
(British)

She used to have
exams on daily basis
and had to study
more than she is now
in the American
system

The school has an online site
where students use their usernames
and passwords and have off school accessibility and
submission to their homework,
quizzes and announcements. She
doesn’t like this system.

Yes

_______

What teachers or administrators
can change to make the school
more interesting to the student
The teachers need to control the
students a little bit more

Appendix (O)
School C: Students’ Interview Results

Student

Type of
schooling

Grade

Gender

Who chose
the current
type of
schooling? /
why

Student knows the
reason behind his
parent’s choice

Student was given the
choice in selecting the
current type of
schooling / why

Student
enjoys going
to school

Best thing the
student likes
about his/her
school

Student
has been
to another
type of
schooling

How the other
type of education
is different from
the current type

What teachers or
administrators can
change to make the
school more
interesting to the
student
Improving the
learning skills and
adding more activities
that show them the
things they learn
Nothing, the student
is satisfied with the
school
More activities and
projects

1

National

7

F

Parents

Yes, because her parents
thought that joining the
national system at an
early age is better

No, because she was too
young when she joined
the current type of
schooling

Yes

Friends

No

_____

2

National

7

M

Parents

No

No

Yes

No

_____

3

National

8

M

Mother

No

Yes

No

______

4

National

8

M

Mother

Yes, because his mother
wanted him to have a
strong Religion, Arabic
and Social Studies
curriculum
Yes, because it is a good
system

Good treatment
of the teachers to
the students
Friends

Yes

Friends

No

______

Improving the
teachers

5

National

8

M

Father

No

Yes, he thought the
current type of education
was good for him
No

Yes

Friends

No

_______

6

International

7

F

Parents

Yes, because it is the best
and it is better than the
national one

No

No

Friends

Yes ,
(French
school)

Nothing, the student
is satisfied with the
school
Teachers should stop
shouting

7

International

8

F

Parents and
student

Yes, because her mother
works at the British
school

Yes

Learning

8

International

8

M

Father

Yes, because his father
thought it was better than
the national division

Yes, because she wanted
to go to the British
school as the English
wasn’t so good
Yes, because the British
school
offers better education
and will provide him
with a better certificate
to get to college

Yes

Teachers and
friends

Yes,
(national
and
American)
Yes,
(national)
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The teachers in the
previous school
were worse and
the system was not
good
The American and
the national
sections were
boring for her
Education is
different; the
British division is
more fun and the
national division
is more strict

More activities

Nothing, the student
is satisfied with the
school

Appendix (P)
School D: Students’ Interview Results
Student

Type of
schooling

Grade

Gender

Who chose
the current
type of
schooling? /
why

Student knows the
reason behind his
parent’s choice

Student was given
the choice in
selecting the current
type of schooling /
why

Student
enjoys
going to
school

Best thing
the student
likes about
his/her
school

Student has been to
another type of
schooling

How the other type of
education is different
from the current type

_____

1

National

7

M

Parents and
student

Yes, because the
language and education
is better in the current
type of schooling

Yes

Yes

Teacher’s
language

2

National

8

M

Mother

Yes, because his
mother believes this
school type has more
education than the
other divisions

No, because he was
young

Sometimes

Friends

No, but he has the
choice to go. He
doesn’t want to go
because he loves the
place and his friends
and the language is
better in the current
type of schooling
Yes, (American)

3

National

8

F

Parents

No, because she was
young

Yes

Friends

No

4

International

6

M

Mother

Yes, because both
parents were working
in the school so it was
more convenient
Yes, because his
mother thought the
American system is not
so hard like the British
system and not so bad
like the national one

Yes, because he
knew that some of
his friends were in
this type of schooling

Yes

Friends

Yes ,
(British)

5

International

6

M

Parents

Yes, because education
is better than in any
other school

Yes, because he
found new friends
and the teachers in
the current school are
teaching in a better
way than the teachers
in other schools

Yes

Friends

Yes, (national)
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Education, teachers,
classrooms and even
bathrooms were better
in the previous type of
schooling than it is in
the current type
_____

The British system was
so difficult and he was
given a lot of
homework that he
considers so hard for a
child but the American
section is easy
For him, the national
system was bad; he
didn’t learn proper
English and he didn’t
get good marks because
the teachers didn’t teach
him anything

What teachers or
administrators can
change to make the
school more
interesting to the
student
Teachers should stop
shouting

He needs cameras
inside the classrooms
so the teachers won’t
shout and the
bathrooms need to be
improved
Teachers should stop
shouting make the
lessons more fun and
include group work
To use computers
instead of books

Nothing, the student is
satisfied with the
school

Appendix (P)
School D: Students’ Interview Results
6

International

7

F

Mother

Yes, her mother chose
the American division
for her when she was
young because it was
so easy and now her
mother wants her to
continue in the same
division

No, this was the best
school in terms of the
English language
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Yes

Friends

No

______

Teaching should be
done in a more
interesting way. For
example, teachers could
add more games. For
her, sessions should be
fun and educational at
the same time

Appendix (Q)
School E: Students’ Interview Results
Student

Type of
schooling

Grade

Gender

1

National

6

F

Who chose
the current
type of
schooling?
/
why
Parents

2

National

6

F

Parents

3

National

6

M

Mother

4

International

6

F

Mother

5

International

6

M

Student

Student knows the
reason behind his
parent’s choice

Student was given the
choice in selecting the
current type of schooling /
why

Student enjoys
going to
school

Best thing the
student likes
about his/her
school

Student
has been to
another
type of
schooling

Yes, because her parents
thought it was the best
school in Maadi area

No

Yes

Friends

No

______

Yes, because she wanted
to be in the national
division
Yes, because his sister
was in the national
division so he went to the
same division

Yes, because her friends are
in this type of schooling

Yes

Teachers and
free lessons

No

______

No

Yes

Friends

No

______

Yes, because her mother
knew that most of her
friends were moving to
the national division

Yes, at the beginning she
didn’t want to go to the
British division because she
thought her friends were
going to stay in the national
division

Yes

The P.E lesson

Yes,
(national)

The classrooms were
different and the
teachers and the way of
teaching is more
professional in the
current type of schooling

Yes, His mother asked him
if he wanted to move to the
British division or stay in
the national one. He chose
to move because he wanted
to be with his friends and he
thought it was going to be

No, because he
doesn’t like
homework and
exams

Friends

Yes,
(national)

He used to have lots of
big books when he was
in the national division
as compared to the
British division. The
British system is also
easier for him than the

________
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How the other type of
education is different
from the current type

What teachers or
administrators can
change to make the
school more
interesting to the
student
There should be a
balance between the
students in the
national and in the
British divisions in
terms of treatment.
The student thinks the
students in the British
division are treated
better
More trips
The British has more
advantages than the
national division, such
as the air conditioned
classrooms and the
students there get to
play football
whenever they want.
For him, there should
be a balance between
both divisions.
She wishes she didn’t
have to study social
studies because she
doesn’t like it as the
teachers don’t explain
the lessons in an
interesting way.
He needs more sport
facilities and to
change the school
location to a better
area.
The load of
homework and exams

Appendix (Q)
School E: Students’ Interview Results

Student

Type of
schooling

Grade

Gender

Who chose
the current
type of
schooling?
/
why

Student knows the
reason behind his
parent’s choice

more interesting and easier.
He read about it and he
knew it was more fun than
the national division.
Student was given the
choice in selecting the
current type of schooling /
why

national.

should also be
reduced.

Student enjoys
going to
school

Best thing the
student likes
about his/her
school

Student
has been to
another
type of
schooling

How the other type of
education is different
from the current type

What teachers or
administrators can
change to make the
school more
interesting to the
student

6

International

8

M

Mother

Yes, his mother thought it
was better than the
national

Yes

Yes

Friends and
teachers

Yes,
(national)

The current system is
easier and more fun and
interesting

More football pitches

7

International

6

F

Mother

Yes, because her mother
works in the British
division, so it was a great
opportunity for the
student to join

No

Yes

Yes,
(national)

The two systems are
very different, but the
British system is better

The school location
should be changed to
a better area

8

International

7

M

Mother

No, but he thinks this
school was chosen
because the tuition fees
are less than the previous
one and it is closer to
where he lives.

Yes, because he thought he
could make new friends and
he could hang out with them
in addition to his friends in
his previous school and this
way he could have more
friends

No , because
he hates
waking up and
sleeping early

She has been in
the school since
she was young,
her mother has
been working in
the school for 15
years and her
brother is with
her in the same
school.
The art class
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No

_______

Nothing, the student is
satisfied with the
school

